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the most unpopular department in the State.
The loeal authorities eomplained of its ex-
pensive methods, and we were assured that
the money conld have been much more effec-
tively and economically expended by the
Jocal anthorities.

Mr. Patrick: They have learnt a lot
since then.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: With
the advance of time and the realisation
that there are only twe classes of road of
any use to modern motor traffic, the nat-
ural road or a complete hard-surfaced road,
the loczl authoriiies have come to appreci-
ate our work., CQur main road poliey in-
volved the adoption of a perfeet founda-
tion for main roads; otherwise good sur-
facing would have been ineffective. The
Commissioner and his engineers have made
a speecial study of the matter and I am
satisfied that they now have the confidence
of ali the loecal anthorities. Wherever 1
wo I find that the Commissioner of Main
Roads is the most popular man in the
State with the local anthorities. I sometimes
wander whether the people realise what
a revolution has taken place through the
speeding up of transport. If time is money,
it means that the advent of the main roads
scheme has livened up traffic and enabled
it to move at an incredible speed as com-
pared with the speed in old days. We ean
congratulate ourselves on having evolved
a scheme that meant more to this State
than fo any other State, because of the
great distances in Western Australia. Some
people may be under the impression that
a lot of money is being expended, but when
we appreciate the system introduced into
roadmaking here, we shall realise that sur-
faced roads are being provided for our main
rontes that will eliminate the high cost of
maintenance, and attention can then he
given, as so many members have advocated,
to the extensien of the list of roads de-
clared to be main roads. This measure is
the anthorisation for the setting up of the
board and the neecessary machinery for
the eontinuance of the Main Roads Aet. I
move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Doney, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 8.33 p.m,
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DEPUTY PRESIDENT—ELECTION OF
HON. J. CORNELL.

The ACTING CLERK (Mr, L. L, Leake):
It is my duty to announce that the Presi-
dent is absent from Perth on public busi-
ness. It is necessary therefore for members
to elect one of their number to fill the office,
perform the duties, and exercise the
authority of the President during such
absence,

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon.
H. Kitson) [431): T move—

That Hon, J. Cornell be elected to fill the
office, perform the duties, and exercisc the

aunthority of the President during the absence
of the President, Sir John Kirwan.

Question put and passed.

W

{The Deputy President tool the Chair.]

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Factories and Shops Act Amendment.
2, Industrial Arbitration Act Amend-
ment.
Introduced by the Chief Seeretary.

MOTION—STATE TRANSPORT
CO-ORDINATION ACT.

To Disallow Amendment to Regulations.

HON. A. THOMSON
[+.35] : T move—-

That the amendment to the Regulations
made under the State Transport Co-ordination
Act, 1933, as published in the ‘‘Government
Gazette’’ on 18th June, 1937, and laid on the
Table of the House on 10th August, 1937, be
and is hereby disallowed.

(South-East)

I have gone carcfully into these regulations.
At first glance there appears to be very little
difference between them and the old regula-
tions. I find, however, on a close analysis
that they seek fo give greater anthority to
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the Transport Board, and to make the posi-
tion more diffienlt for those who come under
its jurizdietion. To aftord the board an op-
portunity to submit their reasons for amend-
ing these apparently innocuous regulations, I
have moved that they be disallowed. Per-
haps after the explanation the Chiet Seere-
tary wili give, T may withdraw the miotion.
It members will turn to the regulations in
question, they will find a little tightening up»
here and there and evidenee that things are
made a little more dittieult for those who
apply for licenses, My first reference would
he to Form No. 1. T will quote some of the
conditions inserted therein. It may he argued
by the board that these provisions are
already in the regulations. The following
«uestions have to be answered :—

1, What is the exact route over whieh the
service will operate?

It 1t is desired to eperate within a certain
area, that area must be acecurately defined.
The applicant must not deviate half a mile
from one side or the other. Surely a little
Iatitude should be shown. In form No. 4 we
find other questions.

G. Tor what purpose would the goods ear-
ried by vou be dsed? (State also whether
they are intended for sale by yourself or any
other person).

Faney asking a man to answer that ques-
tion!

7. Por what purpose (if any) will the
volbicle be used in addition to the foregoing!

Tn question No. 14 the applicant is asked—

What other transport faeilities (either
road or rail) are there in, or near, the dis-
triet you propose to serve? {(State also their
distanee from the route or area you propose
to serve.)

13. Are there other f£acilities unable to
cater adequately for transport of the goods
¥ou wish to carry? (If mo, state in what man-
ner they are inadequate).

Near the bottom of the form the following
appears :—

I vcertify that the information contained
lierein is true and correet in every particular,
and agree that, in the event of same or any
portion thereof proving to be false, the board
may cancel any license issued as the result of
this applieation,

Tn the case of temporary licenses, it should
be deemed sufficient if a man says he pro-
poses to take a load of produce, that the
bulk of it represents so much, and that he
wants a temporary permit, It is, however,
laid down in the regulations that each item
of goods (or the name of the party) shall
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be specified, as well as the gnantity of each
item of goods, and the total weight. In Form
9 it is stated that if a temporary license is
granted, the permit is solely for the purpose
of transporting particular guods. I will not
at this juncture go further into detail, but
will eontent myself with the motion I have
already moved,

HON. C. H. WITTENOOM (South-1last)
[+.42]: I formally second the motion.

On motion by the Chief Seeretary, debare
adjourned.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

Lebate vesumed from the previous day.

HON. G. B. WOOD (Bast) [4.43]: The
Address-in-reply debate serves a very useful
purpose provided it is not taken advantage
of and members do not make marathon
speeches, introducing into them details abont
things which would not matter very much it
left unsnid. 1 do not intend to go into the
merits or demerits of the Lieat.-Governor's
Specch. That has already heen dealt with
hy other members. I intend to deal briefly
with some of the remarks made hy Mr.
Fraser when wmoving the motion for the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. That hon,
memder made certain threat: couecerning
what would happen to us in this House, par-
tiewlarly with respeet to those provinees
which have mixed representation. Derhaps
the tahles may be turned. Take the oveasion
of the last election in the ease of at least
three of the provinees which have mixed
representation. The Country Party candi-
date in one province won by 900 votes, and
the Independent or National candidate in
the South Provinee won by 450 votes, and
the National candidate in the Metropolitan-
Suburban Provinee won by 2,000 votes.
Threats such as those made by the hon, mem-
ber do not enrry very much weight, Even
so, I do not think it makes any difference to
what is likely to happen if members sup-
ported the Government in the Bills that were
bronght down. I would point to the case of
the North-Iast Province, where determined
efforts are being made to unseat Mr. Elliott.
That hon, member supported the Govern-
ment on every occasion but one last session.
There has been a considerable amount of
propaganda in another place and outside
concerning the so-called scant consideration
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this Chamber has given to certain Govern-
ment measures. People have used the ex-
pressions “No consideration at all,” “Booted
out of the window,” and so on. | will point
hriefly to the other side of the question.
Although many of the Bills did not reach the
Committee stage, they did receive a eertain
amount of consideration by this House.
Take the Factories and Shops Act Amend-
ment Bill. That measure was debated here
for nearly three weeks. As the legislation
appeared fo be undesirable to a majority of
members whoe were opposed to its provisions,
it did not pass the second reading stage.
That was practically the only Bill that was
defeated on a vote almost wholly comprising
thoze of Government members. FEven then,
the voting for it was not a hundred per cent.
Then there was the State Government Insur-
anee Office Bill. That received a lot of con-
sideration before it was finally rejected. The
Mines Regulation Aet Amendment Bill was
not agreed to beeaunse most of us considered
that the objective of that legislation repre-
sonted a function of the Arbitration Court,
and that opinion was amply justified shortly
afterwards when the miners were given a
working week of 40 hours. T do not think
amy member of this House begrndges them
that concession, As a matter of fact, at the
time the Bill was heing dehated in this
House the members of the Arhitration Counrt
wete sitting at Kalgoorlie listening to expert
evidenee on the spot. Surely the members
of the Arbitration Court were the best judges
i to the merits or demerits of the applica-
tion lodged by the miners. The only Bill
that did reeceive seant consideration in this
House was the Industrial Arbitration Act
Amendment Bill. 1 do not desire any thin-
skinned or smpor-sensitive Labour member
vither here or in the Legislative Assembly,
tn take iny remarks as personal. I think it
only right to point out that that Bill was
cither deliberately held up in the Legislative
Assembly or its consideration was mis-man-
aged. It was introduced into the lower House
on the 22nd September and passed the second
reading stage on the 15th October. Then it
was forgotten for nearly a month lefore it
was faken through the Committee stage on
the 14th November. It was reported on the
3rd December, and did not reach this House
until the 8th December, in the last week
of the session. I do not think that the
representatives of Trades Hall and other
Lahowr supporters are at all justified in
the mud-slinging at the Legislative Couneil
that has been indulged in doring the last
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gix months. In the conrse of his speech,
Mr. Miles said we should not take
too seriously the remarks of Mr. Fraser,
who moved the motion under discussiomn.
1f I am fortunate enongh to be a member
of this House as long as My, Miles, T will
perbaps become hardened to sueh remarks
as those indulged in by Mr. Fraser, but
I thought it was my duty as a younger
member of this House to reply to some of
the statements he made. I was sorry to
hear My, Parker say he hoped the Mort-
gagees’ Rights Restriction Aet would not
be re-cnacted. I am glad that it is to be
re-enacted.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: Or altered.

Hon. (i, B. WOOD: The affairs of the
State are not in the posifion that the
opinions expressed by Mr, Parker and his
city friends would suggest. If the Act were
not to be retained on the statute-book, a
state of chaos only would result. The time
is not ripe for that legislation to be set
aside. T believe that in New South Wales
the intention is to re-enaet a similar mea-
sure for a period of two or three yvears.

Hon. H. 8. W, Parker: It is the opposite
way there,

Hoen, G. B. WOOD: I know. XNeglect to
re-enact the legislation in this State wonld
be ferrible te contemplate. Many city
people, including Mr. Parker, may think
that the position is all rvight, but it cer-
tainly 1s not by any means satisfactory. I
was rather surprised at the optimistic note
struck in the Lieut.-Governor’s Speech re-
garding the seasonal conditions in the
country, I can assure the House that had
it not been for the rain last week, the
position in the eountry would have been
serious, Even to-day the position is not
as satisfactory as it might be.

Hon. J. J, Holmes: It will not be satis-
factory unless we get more rain.

Hon. &. B, WOOD: Quite so, and cer-
tainly the farmers do not desire any more
disabilities along the lines suggested by
Mr. Parker.

Flon. H, 8. W. Parker: I do not desire
that. either.

Hon. G. B. WQOD: Perhaps the hon.
memher was not told what to say. The
agricnltural community has received much
assistanee from the Rural Relief Fund, but
the rehabilitation of farmers as a whole
will not be achieved until seenred credi-
tors are bronght within the provisions of
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the applicable legislation. I hope the Gov-
ernment will in due eourse make represen-
tations to the Federal authorities to bring
seenred ereditors under the Rural Relief
Act’s provisions., It is all very well to
talk about the *‘sanctity of confracts.”” I
helieve every debt is sacred, The fact re-
mains that some storekeepers, who have been
required to aceept only 2s, in the £ have
heen placed in a very serions position. I
fuil to see that the mere faet that they
have no legal seenrvity should have de-
prived them of further assistance. In my
opinion, if money is owing all coneerned
should share alike. That should apply to
storckeepers, tradevs and evervone else in
that position. -

Hon. J. J. Holmes: If you interfere with
the rights of secured ereditors, you will
ruin the credit of the country.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: I expected to hear
something like that. The fact remains that
the rural industries will not be rehabili-
tated until all such persons are brought
under the provisions of the legisiation.
Many farmers are loaded with debts re-
presenting unpaid interest over a period
of six or seven years. What possible
chance have they of ligmdating sueh an in-
debtedness? They are being asked to pay
compound interest on money they have never
had. I emphasise the faet that the farming
community represent the baekbone of the
counbry, and in that respeet those assoei-
ated with the pastoral industry ave equally
important to the State. I hope that the
(fovernment will see fit to introduce a Bill
this session to deal with the marketing of
commodities. No mention of such an in-
iention appears in the Lieuf.-Governor's
Speeeh, but I trust the Government will
take action along those lines so that egg
producers and others engaged in the smaller
primary industries may take advantage of its
provisions, Action in that direetion is
highly desirable, Many of those producers
are adversely affected in their operations be-
cause of the fluetuation of prices. I do not
think the consumers need worry about the
position. because T fail to see that any such
course will result in putting ap the prices of
commodities to any appreciable degree. If
legislation were introduced along those lines,
it wonld enable small producers to market
their commodities at a more even price
throurhout the year. With reference to re-
purchased estates, I desire to refer par-
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ticularly to the Avondale Hstate in the
Beverley distriet. The settlers there have
never benefited by any writing down, ag have
these placed on some of the other vepur-
chased estates.  The land at Avondale is
merely good sheep eountry, and it has not
the productive valne that characterises hold-
ings in the safer wheat areas. The settlers
at Avondale have to pay interest on from
£4 to £5 an aere plus, of course, many other
expenses, and they have little chance of
emerging from their present diffieulties while
the cxisting capital value attaches to their
heldings.

Han. J. 1. Tlolmes: Do vou know what
the Government paid for that estate?

Hon. G, B. WOOD: T do not; hut that
has nothing to de with the peint.

Tlon. [J. .J. Holmes: [ was merely sccking
information.

Hon. (5. B. W0OOD: I do not know what
was patd for it, though I think the amount
was £7 per acre, nor do I know which
Government took over the estate. The
point I make is that I fail to sce
why returned soldier settlers and others
on the Avondale Estate should be
saddled throughout their lives with the
results of mistakes made by the Government
of the day. They arce entitled to the bencfits
of writing down as enjoyed by settlers else-
where, Wilh rezard to the operations under
the State Transport Co-ordination Act, I
arree with Mr., Thomson. T helieve the mem-
bors of the board are desirous of assisting
the farmers in many directions. My experi-
enee has indieated that they are doing their
hest in view of the diffienlty of admmister-
ing a very harsh Aet. T will cite two in-
stanees to indieate what T mean. We are
not allowed to ecart clarified honey, althoungh
crnde honev mayv he carted, I eannot see
why that should be heeause clarified honey is
not a manufactured article in any way and
it should cortainty be ineluded in the sche-
dule as n perishable article.  Then again
Eresh rabbits ean be carted by road bat fro-
zen rablits cannot. That is an extraordinary
position. I believe the chairman of the
Transport Board is out to help the
producers as much as he can, and T hope
that any amendments to regulations that may
come before this Chamber will roceive fav-
oursble consideration. Dealing with water
supplies, I agree with Mr. Fraser that pre-
vious Labour Governments have been instru-
mental in providing most of the water sup-
plies in the country areas, and we are very
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gratefu) to them for their action. I refer
partienlarly to the more reeent linking wp of
the Barhalin area with the Mundaring water
scheme. I would remind Mr. Fraser, who
displayed such exuberance in his desire to
extol the Labour Governments of to-day and
past years, that he must not formet the
giants of the past who, when the State had
a very small population, established the great
Goldfields Water Supply Scheme, Most of
the subsidiary schemes installed by Lahour
Governments are absolutely dependent on
the Mundaring reservoir,

Tlon. G. Fraser: The big Barbalin scheme
was independent of that sonrce of supply.

Hon. G. B. WOOD: The original scheme
was, but I have referved more particularly
to the scheme recently installed by the pre-
sent Minister for Works, Tn dry years Bar-
balin was found to he unsatisfactory and the
catchment did not fill it up. In consequence,
the scheme there was linked up with the
Mundaring reservoir so as to take advantage
of the everflow perinds, We desire to give
the prerent Government every credit for
what they bhave done. Unfortunately Mun-
daring Weir will probably not overilow this
vear, and we will not have the usual benefit
from that souree of supply. I merely men-
tion these points becanse T do not want
members to think that past Labour Govern-
ments have been responsible for all the
water schemes that have been installed in the
interests of country areas. Nevertheless we
are not unmindful of the work that those
{iovernments have carvied out. With regard
to our betting laws, the time is overdue for
the maladministration that is evident in
that respect to receive attention. The pre-
sent state of affairs is a disgrace to the
State. 1 do not advoeate the curtailment
of betting nor its inerease. It is strange
that at a recent sports meeting at York the
bookmakers were kicked off the grounds
and next day were fined £10 or £15. Yet
in the streets of most country towns people
are able to bet to their hearts’ con-
tent. At the Subiaco Oval at about the
time I have in mind, bookmakers, were
allowed to operate. It is all very confus-
ing to the people. Mr. Williams referred
to the growling indulged in by parsons, but
I van assure him that the people generally
are beeoming restless and are wondering
why these varying aetions are allowed to
continue. The same situation arises with
regard to the liquor trade. Drink is easily
procurable in some hotels, whereas in
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others it is impossible to get liquor. I fail
to see why a person ecan secure drink
almost at any time at a hotel in the gold-
fields areas whereas fthe hotelkeepers at
Merredin  are restrieted regarding the
hours when they may serve drink. People
arrive at Merredin at all hoors by train, and
travellers also reach there after trading hours.
I know that there is provision in the Aect
dealing with travellers, but I would in-
stance the position regarding harvest
hands. They knoek off at 7 o’clock and
reach the town at 8.30. By the time they
have got their hair cut and have attended
to one or two other requirements, the
hotels are closed and the men have to go
round to the back and get beer handed out
to them in bhottles through the back door,
That is not right. In some city hotels,
drink ean be obtained at any time desired.
I am not much of n drinking man but I
was in one hotel from 9 p.m. til] midnight.
I was talking with some friends and I saw
reople walking in and out of the premises
Just as they liked, and the stewards did not
put any questions to them. I hope the
position will be c¢larified. If it is advisable
to aproeint a seleet committee to investigate
the situation, let us have one. An old
familiar question  with country members,
one that Mr. Hall mentioned last night, is
that of educational facilities in country
distriets, In suweh distriets those faeilities
are not by any means all that they should
be. The Education Depaitment is very
sympathetic and is doing all it ean, but [
hope that more money will be made avail-
able to that department to enable it to do
still more for those schools in eountry dis-
tricts, particularly the small schools. Mr.
Hall said that the cost of carrying out cer-
tain improvements would not be very much,
but I am afrald jt means a lot of money.
However, now that everything is all right
in the city, surely to goodness we can have
something more in the country. Regarding
the Tender Board and the new forms, I have
been wondering what is going to happen
when the Agricultural Bank goes out to
buy chaff. Unfortunately a lot of chaff may
be required this season. Whatever the rain-
fall may be, a considerahle quantity of chaff
will have to be bought in the Aven Valley
and along the Great Southern for the baek
eountry.

Hon. G. W. Miles: That trouble about
the forms has been explained.
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Hon. G. B. WOOD: I hope the trouble
will be entirely removed; otherwise the
drought stricken farmers will not be able to
get any chall at all.

HON. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [3.2]: 1
should like to say a ftew words on the
Address-in-reply. With other members, 1
think it is a very good thiny that we should
have this opportunity from time to time to
speak to matters affeciing v all.  In my
view it wounld be unfortunate if we were to
lose the privilege of s0 expressing onrselves.
On many oceasions this discussion has re-
sulted in a great deal of good by bringing
before the notice of members in other dis-
tricts than our own what are the require-
ments of our districts: while of vourse we
all know that the debate has a tendeney to
bring up matters that may have heen lost
sight of by the Government of the day,
Amongst those measures that are to cone
before us this session are some that sy not
be wholly welcome, whilst other measures
that one might have expected to =ee in the
list are absent from that list. | do not know
whether it was arranged by the (overnment
or whether it was merely an oversight, but
on the coneluding page of the printed report
of His Excelleney’s Speech there are just
13 Bills, proposed legislation for the session.
We all know that the number 13 is often re-
garded as an unlucky one, and I dare say the
Giovernmnent themselves realise that that 13
may prove to be vnlucky to some of the
utensires ineluded in the list. MMy, Woud
hefore sitting down referred to the tender
forms that have gone out. I look upon it as
a direct abuse that the Government of the
day should be a party to any transaetion of
that nature, in which there conld be what we
might term a plundering of the exchequer
for their sapporters. If that attitude is
likely to be adopted by the Government from
time to time it will undoubtedly he a care of
spoils in the vietors. Then we shall have
new parties springing up perhaps, to see
which of them conld get on to the Treasnry
Benches and there flout the rest of the com-
munity hy taking publie funds and utilising
those funds for their own partienlar ends. 1
feel sure the whole of the community places
implieit trust in suecessive Governments,
fully believing that the good sense of the
majority of the people would choose only
those who are likely to deal ount even-handed
justice and fairplay to all shades of opinion,
and that everybody will be allowed to hold
his private opinion and not be dragooned
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into joining scetions that have robbed the
till to which all the rest of the community
have contributed. 1 trust that the whele ot
the community when we have another clec-
tion will know how to deal with those who
do take advantage of such an action as has
heen puat before the comununity in regard to
these tender forms. An opportunity should
he made to test the case and find out really
who are supporting and hacking the Govern-
ment in earrying out their intention thut
tho~e who are tendering tor publie works
or public serviees shall see to it that only
one seetion of the community rhall be con-
sidered.  Apart from those who fill in tender
forms, there are many others directly con-
rerned. We know that when the Day Baking
Bill was hefore this Chamber many master
bakers were of the opinmion that control
should he exereised over the whole vf the
haking industry in this State.  Others op-
posed that on the gronnd that everyhody
taking up the baking trade should be allowed
to please himself and should unot he idra-
wooted by the master hakers. By those
crities it was held that if a man wanted to
1un a bakery or set up n bread business, it
he felt inelined to do it he should be allowed
to compete against the master bakers, But
where a number of unionists are employed
I can quite coneceive that they ohject to an
individunl coming in and running a husiness
on his own account, and they are induved by
their etnployers to enter inte u scheme of this
nature ynd support the action of the Govern-
nent.  That applies, not merely to any par-
ticular industry, but to wany industries and
forms of business. Many alresidy embarked
in induxtry are anxious to get into the com-
hine. We know that it the Government will
lend themselves to that kind of thing we
~hall seon find the whole State tied up into
a tangle; it will become a country that
independent individuals will be glad to get
out of.  Many have already vmbarked in
industry  and have their  interests  here,
and =o it is not so easv for them to got
out of the State. But it is dreadful that
we shonld have to say to them that unless
they conform te rules laid down by this
or that section of the conmnunity, they
will not Dbe allowed to operate here.
When you are using public funds to benelfit
vour paeticular party it is a zorry thing
for the country, for it means spoils to the
vietors. Besides, we bave to realise that
in the upshot the (lovernment are really
redueing the number of people who would
be competing with one another and putting
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in tenders at prices lower and more favour-
able to the Govermment, because what has
hecnr done must seriously reduce the num-
her who will tender for the requirements
of the Government. It seems to me wrong
to say that all fenderers should have to
cmploy exelusively union labour, and I do
not think that they shonld have to do it.
We see in the daily Press references to
the iron ore deposits at Yampi Sound.
When I was in the Fastern States some
months ago I there saw that the Federal
ttovernment had been approached in regard
to the operations of a company dealing
with the iron deposits at Yampi, and that
the Federal (iovernment had replied that
they were keeping their eye on us! The
nexy thing was that they had given an
assurance to the company about to operate
at Yampi that they would be on perfeetly
safe ground in econtinuing their operations
and embarking upon the production of iron
ore, beeausc no objections would be raised.
Tt was even said that the British Govern-
ment had deelaved that there was no reason
to object to the operations at Yampi Sound,
and that indeed they wonld weleome those
developments.  But later we find that in
spite of those assurances to the company
the Federal Government ave still inelined
to interfere. That is a very serious matter,
heeanse we know there was a Queensland
company that began to get a little jealons
of the operations at Yampi Sound, and
they were trving to float a company to
operate on similar lines; and we know that
the Federal Government gave very great
support indeed to other people to work
up iron ore throughout Australia. So I
hope the interests of onr Government will
serve to secure still further assurances from
the Federal Government—if assurances are
worth having from them, since despite the
assuranees already given it is again neces-
sary to seck such guarantces—that no in-
terference will be attempied. I would be
sorry to see the Federal Government do
anything to hamper the work that has been
commenced in that part of the State.
There is a grand opportunity now of deing
something towards opening up the port of
Yampi. The absence of export trade in that
part of the State has been one of the hig
troubles that settlers there have experi-
enced in the past. Therefore anything that
can be done to encourage export from that
part of the State will certainly be in the
best interests of Western Australia. The

coinmunity of this State have been taxed
ever a period of years for the protection
of our coastal industries. Mr. Holmes [ast
night referred to the fact that it was be-
eoming more diffieult for the pearlers to
make a living on our North-West coast be-
canse of the depredations of foreign lug-
wers that are operating there. The matter
has been brought under the notice of the
Federal Giovernment, but they simply seem
to view it from the aspect that their duaty
lies only in profecting their own coastline.
That is what | have gathered from the
Press, Apparvently it is the business of the
State to look after its own coastline for
the protection of the industry of fishing
tor the pearl oyster.

Hon. J. ). Holimes: Where did you get
that impression?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : That is the im-
pression I have gained from what I have
seen in the Press.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Federal Govern-
ment say that they cannot control the
coastline of the State unless at the request
and with the permission of the State.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: What I believe
to be the ease is that np to the present time
the Federal Giovernment have left our coast
uhprotected.

Hon, J. J. Holmes: Because they eannot
do anything without the conseut and per-
mission of the State.

Ilon. V, HAMERSLEY : Many of us have
heen paying taxes, and the excuse for their
imposition is that the revenue was re-
fuired for the protection of Australin.
That of course is only right, but it seems
to me that the naval vessels are utilised
well and truly on the eastern coast of Aus-
tralin. We see very little of the vessels
on our side of the econtinent, and eertainly
they have not afforded any protection for
the pearling industry. Those foreigners
who have been engaged in illicit pearling
have had quite an open go. If we are to
leave the protection of our coastline to the
State we will find ourselves in a sorry
position,  This, in the opinion of some,
may once again give rise to the question
of sceession.

Hon. J. J. Hobnes: The position is quite
siinple; the Commonwealth cannot do any-
thing without the permission of the State.

Hon. J. M. Maefarlane: I think that the
Federal Government expect us to make ap-
plication for the protestion of our coast.
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Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I lope the
Minister will be able to assurve us that the
Government have made that request to the
Commonwealth, [ shonld be sorry to learn
that it had not heen made a econsiderable
time ago, if that was all that was standing
in the way of the protection of our coast-
line. Another matter to which I wish to
refer, and to which reference was made in
the Speech, is the «uestion of ecducation,
and particolarly manual training, In my
opinion not suflicient money has been
spent in this dirvection: there has heen too
great a tendeney to oquip students for
clerical posts, In the comntry the training
given to children should he of a zounder
tvpe, begause of the necessity for con-
stantly bringing in fresh blooed and send-
ing the younger people inland with the ob-
jeet of giving them a country mind and
encouraging them to remain there. The
education that is given to the children in
the larger centres does not fit them for life
in the country. There has heen a dearth
of money for manual training, and comse-
quently the education of many children in
that respect has heen neglected. Domestic
science is another braneh which in my
opinion has been mnerlected. This should
be taught in all the sehools in the inland
areas. To an extent, the teaching of de-
mestie seience in the metropolitan avea is
of little avail if the stndents are to apply
to eountry centres the knowledge they ae-
quire, because in the eountry centres there
is no electrical eqnipment. Wherever
maneal training has been taught in the
country therve has heen a greai shortage of
equipment, and in many places a greater
variety of wood to work up would have
been of great advantage. I suppose this
is all due to the scareity of money that has
been available for manual training. A
sum of at least £100,000 wonld be required
to help the children in the eentres far re-
moved from Perth. The expenditure of
this money would encourage teachers to do
a great deal more, and they would also
have a better opporiunity of carrying out
their work. Many children benefit by that
form of education, and there are a number
who today are holding important positions
due, they sav, to the practical knowledge
they aequired at school when young, and
when the training they received was of
real value to them. This country has to
depend mainly on preduction from the soil,
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and therefore it is all-important that our

children should receive that education
which will properly fit them for their
futore if it should bhe in that direection.

Another subjeet on which I wish to touch
is the reference that is occasionally made
in the Press to the faet that there are too
many Parliaments in Australia. My reply
is, if we have foo many, we mnst set about
to reduce the number, and then the ques-
tion arises, which is to go first? My idea
is that the laust formed should he the first
to go, and that is the Federal Parliament.
[ dare say that many who supported seces-
sion in this State would agree with me in
that respect. ILet us sec what is taking
plaee to-day. Western Australia is being
flooded with produce of various kinds
coming from the Kastern States and com-
peting with what is grewn in Western
Australia. We all have to meet com-
pefition, which means hetter prices for the
community; but I do not know that when
entering inte Federation we dreamed that
the PFederal Government would run. in
dircet competition with our State serviee,
a eoneern on whieh there must be conzider-
able losses. That competition throws on
our railway officials the onus of puiting
their honse in order and formulating some
scheme for competing suecessfully againat
the Commonwealth. The trouble of the
officials would be that they have not avail-
able for sueh a form of competition the
funds sapplicd to the Commonwealth hy
the NStates. The wmatter is most servious.
There ave so many duplicated serviees, and
the control of them costs the States and
the Commonwealth a great deal of money.
The cost of government is a phase to which
we should give serious consideration. It is
up to all of us to see in what directions we
van curtail that cost. We shounld alsp en-
deavour fo eurtail some of the services
which the various Governments, ineluding
our own, are maintaining, Next, we
should try to encourage private enterprise.
The Federal Prime Minister, before and
since his recent visit to the Flomeland, has
repeatedly stressed the point that we shonld
do more to encourage new settlement and
new indunstries by private enterprise
There is a wonderful field. When I visited
the Eastern States, it appeared to me that
very few of the people there kmew much
about Western Australia. This State iz so
far away from the East. I was rather-
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struck with the idea of the Commonwealth
to encourage pcople to settle in Canberra.
Special encouragements are being offered
to that end. Great interest is also being
taken in the tourist trade in each of the
Bastern States. Particular attention is be-
ing given to the tourist traffic by the rail-
ways.  Wostern Australin probably misses
a fair amount of that trade by not adver
tising it more freely.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Did not you get that
pawmphlet from the State Shipping Ser-
vige?

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: I did, and it
is «nite an  interesting pamphlet. Mr.
Nicholson mentions one pamphlet, but
there shoulid he dozens of them.

Hon. J. Xicholson: What about the
State Tourist Bureaw's pamphlets advertis-
ing the beautitul eaves and so forth?

Hon. V. AMERSLEY: In connection
with the eaves, the Government have not yet
put np respectable accommodation to replace
that which was burnt, 1 believe the Govern-
ment colleeted the insurance money and then
omitted to put up another building. Large
numbers of people visit that beauntiful place,
Yallingup. There nre the marvellous caves,
uhd many other attractions; but when people
are on holiday they like to have good aceom-
modation. Tt is well known that the original
accommodation at Yallingup was heavily
taxed; frequently people were turned away
tor lack of room. There are many things
that could be done to attract tourists to the
caves, On the eve of his departure for Eng-
land and the Coronation ceremony, the Pre-
mier of Tasmania said that the people of
that State had done a great deal, but must
do more, to attract the tourist trade. He
yuoted authentic figures showing that the
tourist trade had brought into Tasmania as
much money as the whole of the wool pro-
duction of the island. We ourselves have
done a little in two or three directions, but
much remains to he done, Tf we could ob-
tain as mueh revenue from fourists as from
vur wool clip, it would be a wonderful bene-
fit to the State, There are numerous avenues
in  which the State Tourist Buveau can
operate. Not only that burean, but all other
State services, and the railways in partieular,
should throw themselves into the task of en-
enuraging tourists. I have heard of two or
thvee instances where tourists have buwmped
up against little troubles, Such things are
not encouraging.  When those people go
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away, they do not give a good name to the
State.  On the other hand, many tourists
when going away say they will extol the
beanties of the country and be the means of
sending many other tourists to our shoves. I
hope the Government will give prompt atten-
tion to the tourist trade. One subject which
I am sure will appeal to all hon. members is
the eurses we have in our midst. Coming
from the country, I know that there are any
number of pests, However, I shall not weary
the House with our little troubles.

Hon, T. Moore: Don't run over the lot!

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : Mr. Wood men-
tioned some troubles aboat netting, and
about the laws heing abnsed. Whilst we all
have to conform to certain rules and bylaws
applying to motor cars and vehieles of vari-
ous  deseriptions, I  sometimes wonder
whether the violinist who was appearing m
His Majesty’s Theatve and ceased playing
until the horrible noises from the street
stopped has not dene this country a great
service,  Certainly he will have done a very
great service indeed if he has been able to
impress upon the authorities what a curse
the noise of the motor bikes has been for
some time past.

Hon. G. B. Wood: And the noise of the
framgars.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The tramears
we have always with us. The Government
certainly should do semething to mitigate
those eurses, The fellow on the motor bike
does not seem happy unless he is making the
biggest noise pgssible. He is a perfect pest.
I fecl sorry for any person fecling seedy,
for patients in hospital, and for people try-
ing to get young children to sleep, when such
fellows come along with that beastly pest the
motor hike. If it is possible for motor ears
to lhave sileneers, surely it is possible for
motor hiexveles to have them, If that is im-
possible, the use of motor hikes should be
stopped, 1 for one should be sorry to see
them forbidden, but why do not those whose
duty is to police the streets take some notice
of the motor hike nuisance and try fo obtain
improvement in that direction? T listened
to Mr. Wittenoom speaking of the eattle on
the eroups, of 11 ¢ows giving 1 gallons of
milk per day hetween them. Following Mr.
Wittenoom, Mr. Piesse extolled the wonder-
fully riech country in his group settlement
areas. It will not do for me, coming from
another district, fo allow those hon, members
to get away with their statements without
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my saying that there is good country in my
provinee also, One of my people the other
day told me that he had a eow that gave him
11 Ibs. of butter per week, in addition to
Teeding a calf. If ecows of thai type could
be sent to the groups and put on the wonder-
ful land which we are told exists there, the
settlers would have a mmnch befter tale to
tell. I was glad to hear one hon. member
refer to the promised measure with regard
to road hoards, by which the existing legis-

lation as to rating is to be amended.
The amendment is long overdue. Not
in one distriet but in mwany distriets

the Government own a tremerdous area of
land, upon which they have houses and
from whieh they derive revenue, and the
loeal governing bodies are unable to eolleet
any rates. People are utilising those pro-
perties in open eompetition with other
people who have to he highly rated o
that the streets and water supplies may be
maintained in those centres. This is un-
fair competition. Those ocenpying Gov-
crnment properties should pay the same
rates as others do. Mr. Parker referred
to the Fremantle bridge. He expressed the
hope that timber would not be utilised in
the construction of the new bridge. For
many vears we in Western Australia have
proclaimed the great advantage of our
local timbers, and it is my opinion that
we should at least support our own indus-
try. When that new bridge is built, it
should be constructed of either wandoo or
a e¢ombination of wandoo and jarrah, to
show people that we appreeiate the value
of our own commeodity. The present strue-
ture has stood for a very considerable
period. It has been a fine bridge indeed,
but was not originally built to earry the
present-day type of traffic. While I bhe-
lieve that we should re-bmild it with wood,
T consider that the Government should be
careful about the fime of vear during which
the timber s ent. The necessity for this
seems to have been overlooked in the ease
of a great many structures built in the
past, both by private individuals and by
Governments. There is one time of the
vear to cut timber, and one time to leave
it alone. The timber must be cut when
fully developed, and not when the sap is
flowing =se freely that it is like an open
sponge. When the timber is ent under
favourable conditions, it is effective. We
certainly should encourage the use of local
timbers as mueh as possible. Possibly Mr.
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Parker would like to sec another Sydney
harhour bridge eonstruction. He would like
us to have a structure like the great monu-
ment they have built in Sydney.

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: The Fremantle
wharves have cement piles.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: This ecountry
would be in a rather serious condition if
we pub up an expensive structure like the
Sydney harbour bridge. I do not wish to
take up the time of hon. members any fuy-
ther, 1 am glad to have had an opportun-
ity of making these few rewmarks, and I
support the motion.

HON., E. M. HEENAN (XNorth-East)
[5.50]: I have listened attentively to the
remarks of hon. members in this debate,
and although I do not agree with a lot of
what has been said, T must admit that a
wide range of subjects has been covered, and
that the pros and cons of matters relating to
the welfare of the State have been compre-
hensively dealt with. In spite of what some
hon. members have said to the contrary, I
consider that the record of the Government
since the Inst session s one for which they
may take a good deal of credit. We all
realise that conditions gencrally are stifl tar
from heing satisfactory. The evil of unem-
ploxment is still in our midst and ifs exist-
ence is bronght home to us in many ways in
almost every corner of the State. It is pleas-
ing, however, to note trom a perusal of the
Licut.-Governer's Specch that the position
has nunproved considerably. The Speech dis-
vloses that at the present time the total num-
ber of men depending on the Government
for assistanee ov relief work has been re-
dueed to 6,400 compared with 13,800 four
vears ago. That is something we ean all
feel pleased about and although the im-
provement might not be due entirely to the
efforts of the Government I think we can
pay some tribute to them, T hope this im-
provement will be maintained and that the
time is not far distant when full-time cm-
ployment will he found for all. It shonld
not be bevond the capacity of the Govern-
ment of Western Australia and the various
Giovernmenis of the Commonweslth to solve
this problem, although it i admittedly a
world-wide problem. We st not develop
a complex about the matter and say that it
does not admit of a solution, beeause I am
certain that it does; and every member of
ths House should try to realise that and
make it his aim to eontribute his little quota
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fo the solution of what is the most vital pro-
blem of the day. The Government are to he
commended for the assistance they have
given to the movement aiming at the exten-
sion of the State’s industrics, This move-
ment should have the whole-hearted support
of every man, woman and child of Western
Australia, and T trast it will continue to foree
its legitimate claims. Lust vear I had an
oppurtunity of visiting the exhibitions held
ih Perth and at Kalgoorlie and I was very
proud of the Ligh standard of the exhibits.
Our first duty as West Auastralians is un-
doubtedly to ewrselves and the publie must
he roused to the realisation of the fact that
by supporting local poods they are sup-
porting thems=clves and deing something to
solve many of the problems that are
troubling the State at the present time.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Kdueate vour own
constituents of the woldliclds. They are the
worst offenders,

Hon, E. M. HEENAXN: There might be
some virtue in the interjeetion of the hon.
member, but this is the point that I am mak-
ing: that this campaign must be sponsored
and supported and the publicity campaign
that i< being carvied on must receive the back-
ing of all public men. Admittedly the gold-
fields import a number of commodities from
the Eastern States: but to give credit to the
popunlation of the woldfields, they ave very
good Western Australians, as they have
proved in many respects right thronghout
their history. T am quite confident they will
not be Lound wanting in the future in this
respect. The producers themselves have pro-
hably been partly to blame in the past. The
goldfield are o very good market, and of
coitrse they have to be eatered for, and the
Western Austvalian producers must snbmit
their products awl bring them under the
proper notice of the pnrchasers. In ihe
past I do not think this has been done to an
adequate extent, and in some degree at any
rate that has heen the reason why a number
of gommoditics have heen purchased from
the Eastern States.  Touching on the pas-
toral industry, I am very pleased that dur-
ing recent days we have had general rain
throughout 1he State, and that prospeet-
have greatly improved, T am sorry to have
to say that pastoralists in certain areas of
the North-Enst Province have had a very
had time in recent vears, and this vear there
seems to he no improvement. I have one
complaint to make against the Government,
and it iz one that has already been voieed hy
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Mr. Elliott. It has to do with the matter of
rebate of rents. T do not think the gene-
rons poliey has been pursued whieh hon,
members intended should be pursued when
they passed that Bill last year. These men
are nof prone to make complaints or throw
themselves on the Government for assist-
ance, but in the cour-e of my travels through
the province, quite a nwmber of cases have
becn bronght under my notice in respect of
which I eonsider the Minister in charge, or
the department dealing with the problem,
should have given more ‘general assistance,
I hope that in the future a more generous
poliey will be pursued in this respect.
No words of mine are needed fo assure
members that the mining industry is pro-
ceeding  satistactorily and figures bear
elovuent testimony to that remark, Last
vear the total output of gold in Western
Adustralia reached the remarkable figures
of 846,208 fine ounces valued at £7,373,539
(Australian), which represented an increase
of €1,500,000 over the figures for the previ-
ous vear, The value of the industry to the
State can be further gauged by the faet
that the numher of men employed last year
reached the high level of 16,652, an in-
crease of 1,093 on the total for the previons
vear. The indieations, I am pleased to
say, are that a further incrvease will be
recorded this vear. .\ number of mines are
just about rveaching the produetion stage.
and thix, of eourse, will mean an increased
output, The figures for the East Coolgardie
district are so interesting that I will guote
them. Doy the first six months of this
vear BT7.706 tons of ore have been treated
for a return of 204,260 fine cunces of gold.
In Jure 106084 tons of ore were treated
for 37,193 tine ounees—the highest monthly
firures for muny vears. At the 30th Junc
4,238 men were employed in the mining
indnstry on the Bast Coolgardie goldfields.
In passing it is worthy of mention that
Tindals mine at Coolgardie has put off
men, bhut reports indicate that their dis-
missal is only temporary and that a large
number will be employed later in the year.
Coolgardic revived its race meetings to-
day. The old racing club went out of exis-
tence in 1924,

Hon. G. W, Miles: Forty vears ago the
club had its first meeting.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: T have given
these figures to emphasise the sound posi-
tion of the mining industry and the import-
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ance of fostering it. I feel confident that
the Government, who have done so mneh
to foster the industry, will continue to do
so. I should like to add te the remarks
of Mr. Elliott regarding prospectors. We
all recognise that the prospectors are a
body of men deserving of all possible eon-
sideration. They are men who venturz
into the baek blocks and waterless
stretches; they are men who in the past
found mines that in the course of 40 years
have produeed =0 much prosperity for this
State. I feel sure that the Government
are prepared to show the prospectors every
econsideration. At the same time, it might
be as well for me to second the remarks
of AMr. Elliott that the prospectors, espe-
cially those in the North-East Provinee,
have a number of grievances, The prinei-
pal ones are against the new cartage sub-
sidy, which has the effeet of penalising the
Prospeetor who is working at a long dis-
tance from a hattery. The new subsidy 1s
satisfactory to the prospector who is loea-
ted eclose to a battery, but the man whe
has gone further atield to work a low grade
show is penalised. T am sure it is not the
peliey of the Government to penalise such
men and that the grievanee will be reeti-
fied. The prospectors also seem to have a
legitimate eomplaint about the priee
charged for the re-treatment of tailings,
and it seems to me there iz mevit in their
rerjuest that lease rents shonld be reduneed.
However, these are matters to which T
hope the Minister for Mines will pay due
regard. Wnowing as I do how sympathetic
he is to the industry, I feel confident he
will give them every consideration. I de-
sire to touch briefly on the question of
roads in my distriet. This matter js re-
peatedly heing brought under my notice
by road Dboard authorities at ILaverton,
Menzies and Kalgoorlie and also by the
Chamber of Conumerce, Kalgoorlie. I rea-
lise how ensy it is for us to talk about
these things, and I know the Government
realise that the question of providing a
country like Western Anstralia with good
roads in the outhack areas is one of the
utmost importance. Money, of course, is
necessary. It seems to me and to other
people whe visit the eapital city of Perth
that more money should he spent in {he
outlving distriets, The road between Kal-
coorlie and Perth is one of the most im-
portant arvteries in the State. Having trav-
elled over it rveeently, T assure members
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that the condition of the road bheiween
Coolgardie and Southern Cross is appal-
ling. A road should not be permitted to
exist in such a state in an up-to-date plare
like Western Australia. Not only is it
inconvenient for persons using if; it is
definitely dangerous.

ITon. (. B, Wood: It should be declaral
a main road.

tlon, E. M. HEENAX: T hope something
will be done in that direetion. Another
very impertant road in my distriei is the
one from Laverton passing through Mor-
zans, Maleolin and Leonora. Tt carries a
vast amount of trafic and I, as well as
other members representing the North-East
PProvinee, am constantly being approached
to get something done. I have also trav-
elled over parts of that road recently and
ean say that it is in a very bad state. I

. have a long letter on the subjeet from the

seeretary of the Mt. Margaret Road Board,
tbut T do not think any useful purpose
would he served by dealing with the matter
at further length here. I want to mention the
questions of fair rents legislation and hous-
ing. I am indueed to do so by an article in
to-day’s ““*West Australian’’ dealing with
the subjeets diseussed at the Medical Con-
gress at present being held in Adelaide.
Members should aequaint themselves with
come of the views expressed at such an
important conference on a very vital topie
—the birth rate of Australia. The article
reads—

Augtralia’s declining birvth-rate wag the sub-
ject of eoncern by doetors who attended the
public health section of the Medieal Congress
this afternoon. Professor Harvey Sutton
(New SBenth Wales), who introduced the topie
in hig presidentinl address, said that the two
most important steps for social progress were
the resuscitation of family life and the recon-
struction of the home, on one hand, and the
development of mental hygiene on the other.

Mental health should be based on the prin-
ciple of inter-dependence of mind and body,
including physieal training, edueation for
leisure, and the cultivation of character and
personality, as well as intelleet, he said. Since
the war there had heen a veritable ‘‘land-
slide’’ in births and, if the present trend per-
sisted, the population would cease to increase
about 1945 or thercabouts. TUnless present
conditions changed there would be insufficient
mothers and ehildren in the next generation,
and our numbera muast decrease, It was be-
coming hereditary not to have children, and
the solution was to discover the family and
the home.

Dr. Dale (Melbourne City Health Officer)
said that, giren reasonable conditions, young
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men and women would find a home and have
children. To an increasing cxtent that aim
was becoming absent DLecause of the aimless-
ness and frusiration of modern civilisation,
The insecurity of modern life was a reason
why people did not have children. The natural
desire for children and the natural love of
home might yet lead towards a solution.

Dr. F. Bcholeg, of Melbourne, said he was
pessimistic about the whole thing and could
not sce much for the futnre. The position was
caused by economie stress and fear of the
future and the rush of life to find some relief
from stress and strain, Too much money was
spent by riech and poor on amusement, and
people could not afford to be born in the home,
or even die there, unless international relation-

ships among peeple themselves showed a
change. He could not sec any prospects for
improvement,

I do not propose to offer a solution of the
problem, but I suggest that if we could
raise the standard of living, provide em-
ployment for the people and ensure that
they were decently housed, we should be
making a step towards a solution of the
problem.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 fo 7.30 p.m.

Hon. E. M. HEENAX: I hope the Govern-
ment, in their wisdom, will see fit to re-
introduce some of their industrial legislation,
partienlarly the Fair Rents Bill. T notiee
from a pernsal of the Speech that this is not
ineluded in the measures to be submitted this
session. I also express the further hope
that the Bill when re-introduced will receive
more sympathetie consideration at the hands
of this House than it did last session. The
rents problem is still a very vital one on the
goldficlds, not enly in Kalgoorlie, hut in
other mining towns in the Nerth-East Pro-
vinee, and as far south, I understand, as
Norseman. There is ample cvidence to prove
that a great number of property holders ave
utilising the present state of afiairs to ex-
tract rents from workers that are quite
above what is just and equitable. A married
man with children working on the goldfields,
where the cost of living is very high, has to
provide for a holiday once a vear at the
coast, but very few of them have ever
reached the happy position of heing able to
save up and build a home of their own. I
should like to see the operations of the
Workers” Homes Board extended. Kalgoor-
lie at any rate has proved that its existenee
is stable, and the old bogey that the gold-
fields were likely to collapse at any time has
been dissipated. The housing problem is
very acute on the goldficlds, and a remedy,
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one way or the other, is urgently needed. I
find myself on the side of members who
have cxpressed the view that this House
shouldl give more consideration to the indus-
trinl measures that are submitted to it. I
refer especially to the State Insurance Office
Bill. ! earnestly hope we shall be able to
get that measure placed on the statute book
this vear in some shape or form. Innamer-
able cases have come before me of men who
have heen employed by mining companies or
individuals who have not insured. Those
men have met with aceidents, and although
they had a goed legal claim against the com-
pany or individual who employed them, the
company or individnal was not worth powder
and shot, and the unfortunate people ave loft
stranded,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: How would a State
Insuranee Office overcome that diffieulty?

Hon. E. M. HEEXAN: If the State In-
surance Office were legalised the penalty see-
tion of the Aet could be enforced. At pre-
sent it eannot be enforeed. If an individual
docs not insure his emplovees the peunalty
sections eannot he brought inio operation
against him,

Hon. J. J. Holnes: Cannot they be en-
forced against the other companies?

Hon. E. M, HEENAX: No.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Why?

Ton. 11. V. Piesse: They ean he enforeed
now.

Hon, H. 8. W, Parker: A company can
he approved now if the Minister likes.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: Yes. Another evil
that should he rectified is in conmeetion with
motor car insurance. Many people are
driving motor cars to-day who have taken
out no third party policy. They are a
definite menace to the commumity at large.
No person should be allowed to drive a motor
car unless he takes ont a third party inswr-
ance poliecy. We often hear of cases similar
to those 1 have guoted. People have been
knocked down by motorists, and merely he-
cause the wmotorist has not insured they can
recover no eompensation. 1t i3 of no use
going to eourt and getting judgment for £100
or £300 against a person who has no assets
and is not insured. 1t is only throwing good
money after bad to take proceedings. That
state of affairs should not he allowed to
continue. I wish to pay a tribute to the
Licensing Court, which is very often attacked
without justification. 1 travel through the
North very extensively, and T can say that
the hotels are well condueted, and that the
spirit of the Act is earried out equally well.
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The police arc 10 be commended. They ure
dealing with conditions which members, in
common with many other people, T amn
afraid, de not appreciate. Lt wounld be 2
zood thing if members travelled more fre-
tuently to some of the far-tlung mining
centres, and witnessed the conditions under
which men and women live. They wonld
then take a more liberal view of the position,
and I do not think My, Wood would make
the remarks he did make.

Hon, G. B. Wood: Yoeu misunderstood me.
1 am oppesed to the inconsistency of the
thing,

Hon. ¥, M. HEENAN: Many of us muy
e opposed to the inconsistencies, but I re-
mind members that this state of affnirs has
berit in existence for over 30 vears,

Hon, ;. B. Wood: That does not make it
right.

Hon. E. M. HEEXAY: | do not say that
i~ any reason why the state of affairs should
not he remedied. In justiee to the inspee-
tor and his police foree on the goldfields T
inaintain that the spirit of the [licensing
Act is enforeed very equitably,

1lon. JJ. J. Holmes: They seem to con-
sumep spirits on the zoldfields seven days a
woeek.

Hon. E. M. HEENAN: That is eorreet.
and I think it is correct of Perth and other
parts of the State. I have travelied to
Bunbury and Albany, and am freguently
in Perth. Whenever I visit hotels T see a
eonsiderable amount of drinking going on.
though it is not done as wpenly as it is ou
the woldficlds. I pay this tribute to the
police hecause thes do confine the trading
to certain hours, thev do their utmost to
cope with the situation in cut-haek places,
and generally are doing their work well.
Things are not as bad as some people who
write to the Press would lead us to he.
licve, They are cortainly very much better
than they have been during past vears. I
support the motion,

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[7.83}: The openine paragraph of  the
Speech deals with an event in our national
life and history of vital importance, beeause
of the cirrumslanees assoeiated with it
rmamely, the coranation of Their Majesties
Ring George VI. and Queen Klizabeth. We
are slad that our Rtate was represented at
the ceremonies by the Premier.  Reference
te this grept event served to recall the ex-
citement and apprebension which avose in

[COUNCIL.]

the minds of many of us towards the end
of last session. We all remember the re-
lief experienced when it was ascertained that
under the wise and capable guidance of the
then Prime Minister of England, now Earl
Baldwin, and his colleagues, the nation
cmerged trinmphant from what can only be
regarded as a very trying position. If is a
satisfaction to be assured by His Excel-
leney’s Speeeh that the culminating step in
this national orvdeal was marked by wide-
spread manifestations of loyval enthusiasm,
and brought home to many millions evi-
dence of the solidarity of the British Empire
in a manner never before so foreibly real-
ised, The sincere wish of every good eilizen
here is that the bonds which unite us with the
Homeland, and with other eountries forming
poriions of our preat Empire, will grow in
strength. We fully endorse the message of
zuod wishes transmitted on that eventful
oveasion by Tlis Exeellency, and in  the
prayer that the coronation would be the pre-
lude to a long and prosperous reign, I was
pleased also to note from the Lient.-Gover-
nor's Specch that, despite the many cngage-
ments that the visiting delegates must have
had in Londen during their comparalively
short stav, the British Empire Parliament-
ary Assoriation was able not only to arrange
conferenees hut to organise an extensive
programme of visits to industrial, eommer-
cial and other centres, This, I recognise.
nmust have heen the outeome of the thought
of those members of the Association in the
Tnited Kingdom who are actively connected
with that body, the chief official being
Sir Howard 1¥YEgville, who is so widely
known thronghout the length and breadth of
the Empire and is held in most sincere re-
gard and respect by persons of every shade
of politieal opinien, who may have had the
gooll fortune to come in eontacl with him.
Iis name and that of Westminster scem to
be linked together to be an assuranee of uni-
form courtesy aud kindness. T refer to this
subjeet in the hope that it may impress our
own membors of Parliament with the great
value and impertance of the work of the
Empire Parliamentary Association, and the
advantages that members of Parliament
may derive by becoming associated with
our branch of the Associntion here. No
one knows helter than the President of our
awn Chamber, the great services rendered to
the Empire throngh the mediumn of that
Association and its real value to members
individually. I feel sure also that the Pre-
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mier must have been impressed, as I and
other members who have visited the Home-
land from time to time have been, with the
ndvantages to be derived. I hope, there-
fore, that members of the Parliament of
Western Australia who bave not yet joined
our hranch, will consider the matter favour-
ably and extend to that body their fullest
sapport. Apart from references to the mat-
ters to which T have alluded, the Specch of
His Excellency the Lieut.-Governor follows
the ecnstomary conrse of providing certain
information on varvious subjeets and matters
that fall within the purriew of governmen-
tal control. Chief amongst the itcns men-
tioned is the record of the deficit of £371,205,
in place of the small surplus anticipated in
the Estimates for that finaneial year. Cer-
tain explanations are offered as to the net
result, and the defieiency is mainly attribu-
ted to the reduetion in the Commonwealth
grant, representing an amount of £300,000,
whicl has already been commented upon by
Mr. Seddon on the Supply Bill and by My,
Baxter and others when speaking on the
motion now before us. I think there is a
zood deal to support the views expressed by
those hon. members. The revenue for the
vear ended the 30th June last amounted to
£10,185,433, and, as compared with the fin-
ancial year ended the 30th June, 1936,
showed an juerease of £151,713. Against
that the expendifure, which amounted to
£10,556,638, showed an increase for the vear
of £611,204, as compared wilh the expendi-
ture for the previous financial vear. Those
figures strnck me in this way: If the Gov-
ernment had exereised proper care regarding
expenditure, there would have been no need
whatsoever for the unfortunate result an-
nounced in the accomplishment of a defi-
eienc¢y. Instead of the financial vear ended
the 30th June last showing a deficit, I con-
tend that the Government could quite easily,
by the exercise of wise and proper care,
while still carrying out their ordinary fuuc-
tions, have shown a very handsome surplus.
I suggest that could have been acromplished
in a very simple way. If instead of having
spent money so lavishly, as I consider they
did—-the Public .ceounts show that un-
doubtedly the expenditure was fairly lavish
—the Government lad confized their ex-
penditure to an amount equivalent to that
of the preceding financial vear, there wonld
have been a snrplus of £611,000 odd in lien
of the deficit. The amount expended in the
preceding  financial yvear was £0,945343
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whereas the amount expended during the
Inst financial year was £10,556,638, or a dif-
ference of £611,204. The Government could
guite easily, T contend, have restricted their
expenditure to the amount incurred during
the preceding fingneial year without curtail-
ing any of their ordinary functions or acti-
vities,

Hon. ¢. Fraser: How would you have cut
down the expenditure? Name some items.

Hon, J. NXICHOLSOX : I leave that to the
slimster in conirol. 1 say that the amount
expended last year could have been eut down
yuite easily, but that is a matter that re-
quires the careful attention of those in con-
tro} of the finanves. If that control is not
exercised, then extravagance must follow,

Hon. G. Fraser: When you arrived at
vour eonelusions, you must have had some
veasons for so doing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I will give the
hon. member ane single instanve. In the
Lieut.-Governor’s Speech it is reported—

The improvement in employment figures re-

ferred to Jast year has heen maintained. The
total number of men now depending upon the
Government for sustenance or relief work is
6,400, Four years ago it was 13,300.
T have not the fieures before me, but last year
the unemployed numbered more than they do
this vear. Consequently, there was not
the same demand upaen the Government for
sustenanee and assistanee to meet the hard-
ships and troubles that arose. While a eer-
tain amount of expenditure was incurred in
various ways, I sonld say that the demani
upon the Government in that respect was
ereater in the preceding yvear than during
the recently ended finaneial year. If care
had becen exeveised in each of the Govern-
ment departments, a proper eheck kept in
conneetion with expenditure, and every effmt
made to keep that expenditure within a
fisure that would not exeeed that of the pre-
coeding Buaneial year, then there would have
heen a surplus instead of the defieit.

The Chief Secretary: That js obvious to
evervone.

Hon. J. XICIIOLSOXN : And that care was
necessary,

The Chief Secvetary: Do vou suggest that
care wits not exercised?

Hon. J. NICHOLSOY : 1 suggest that if
proper restrietions had been imposed with
veeard to the limits within which expendi-
ture ecould be inenyred, while yet carrvinz
on proper funetions of Govermmnent—I do
not suggest that there should have heen =
eurtailment of the preper funetions of Gov-



274

ernment—and eare exercised as it ought to
have heen, just as is necessary in connection
with private firms or ecompanies, then un-
doubtedly the resuit would have been as [
suggest.

The Chiet Secretary: You suggest from
vour remarks that we should net bhave spent
as much on the unemploved as we did.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOXN: I did not suggest
that. Mr. IFraser interjected with a ques-
fion, and ! gave him one instance where the
Government could have spent no more dur-
ing the past linancial year than during the
preceding vear,

The Chief Sceretary: You might point to
vie jten respecting whieh the Government
did not cxercise carve.

Tlon, J, NICHOLSOXN : Tt is not for me
to wo into those matters, for they require a
cluse investization of the aeeounts of the
departinent~, and that would take a long
iime,

Hon. G. IPraser: You should have done
that before you made charges of extrava-
gance agpinst the Government.

Hon. J, NXICHOLSON: The hon. member
could not have grasped what T said. T made
a plain simple statement to the effect that if
the Government had imposed restrictions re-
garding the expenditure, the result 1 have
indicated could have been achieved.

The Chiel' Secretary: That is patent to
everyone.

Hon. J. XICHOLSON : Then if that is so,
I want the Minister to show me the necessity
tor the expenditure T have referred to. [
have not the means of procuring the in-
formation: the Minister has. T want to pet
the information and his explanation. Until
sach time ax [ receive a proper explanation
with regard to what I look upon as extrava-
zance, I will await the desired information.
The faet that last year’s expenditure was
£611,000 in excess of that of the preceding
financial year is in itself an indieation that
ther2 Itas been extravaganee.

The Chief Seeretary: You have ot shown
what the Government ought to have done.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: It is incumbent
upon the Government to explain why that
excess expenditure was incurred during the
last financial year, so that evervone may
appreciate the reason for the deficit.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I hope
mentbers will not proveke My, Nieholson
inty overstepping the bounds of Standing
Order 397.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. G. Fraser: Was not there addi-
tional expenditure, quite necessary, as
against the previous year?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : Therc was a cer-
tain amount for drought relief, but there
were certain other items on the other side
that would more than counterbalance the
expenditure on drought relief. Close ex-
aminafion of the accounts is necessary in
order that a proper explanation might bo
given. I am asking for that explanation,
and [ shall not be fully satisfied until it is
forthcoming;, without it, we cannot wholly
aceept the plandits that Mr. Frascr was
pleased to confer on the Government when
he was moving the motion now before us.
Under the beading of “finance,” one can-
not pass the growth of our State indebted-
ness, amounting to nearly £90,000,000. We
have ofien heen fold that the per eapita in-
debtedness of this or any other ecountry
should not exeeed £100, but now we have
doubled this amount. I pointed out last
vear that one means of altering this posi-
tion was by encouraging migration, and so
inereasing our population.

Hon. (. Fraser: We have already had
enongh trouble through our immigration
poliey.

Hon. J. XICHOLSOX: T still consider
the suggestions I made then ave well worth
further consideration. I was pleased to
hear Mr. Heenan to-night draw attention
to what took place at the medical congress
in Adelaide, and to the fact that the medieal
men  found it necessary  to  draw the
attention of the people of Australia to the
fall in the birtbrate. I hope that 3Ar.
Heenan will do bis duty in that respeet and
try fo nvoid, as far as possible, any com-
plaints on the part of the medical con-
gress.  Bul, all joking apart, I admit it is
a very serious feature in our life, and that
the sogner we can get an increase iu our
population

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I hope
the honourable member will address the
Chair, not Mr. Heenan,

Hon. J, NICHOLSOX: Certainly, Sir.
The sooner we can get the population of
Australia inereased, the better will it be
for us, from mauny points of view. The
position in regard to our indebtedness is
more than serious, and I venture to think
that a very thorough investigation and a
revision of our financial methods are
necessary, so that the drift which is evident
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may be arrested. We eannot continue add-
ing to that indebtedness much longer, be-
canse there ean only be one end. Under
the heading of “employment,” to which I
have already referred in passing, one is
able to note the improvement that has
taken place. I think it will be admitted
that that improved position is due mainly
to private enterprise which shows the
vreat value that private emplovers are to
any Government in helping to absorl the
unemployed, or to provide employment for
those who may be unalle to get work at
other voecations, ns well as being a source
of revenue to the Govermment, In the
paragraph dealing with this subjeet in His
Excelleney’s Speech, the following words
appear i—

The Government will eontinue to give every

support to any movement aiming at the ex-
tension of the State's industries and the cm-
Murment ot those people.
Those are encouraging words. But eoinci-
dent with that statement has eome the an-
nouneement, which has been rveferred to by
other speakers, that the Government have
done something which has the effect of
directly negativing that statement. I refer,
ot course, to the subject spoken of by
alinost every honourable member; that is,
the introduetion of those harmful eondi-
tions in the tender form. There are in the
tender form two points: in the first place
we find that the tendercr, when he lodges
hi= tender, has to state whether or not his
emplovees are finaneial memhbers of a
nuivn: and again, if the tender be accepted
there is a still more burdensome condition
imported. Let me refresh the minds of
honourable members with the wording of
that clanse, as follows:—

If such tenderer’s tender be accepted, the

tenderer must undertake as a condition pre-
cedent and going to the root of the contraet
that only persons who are finaneinl members
of a registered imdustrial nnion of workers in
the indnstry to which the tenderer’s business
relates will be employed by the tenderer in or
in connection with the supply, etc.
ITere is something that is of vital import-
ance to the whole of the contraet; not con-
tent with making a tendever first declare
whether or not his men are financial mem-
bers of a union, they accentuate the posi-
tion and make it doubly hard for any ten-
derer, make the position more diffieult, by
stipulating that this will be a condition
precedent, going to the root of the econ-
tract.

1]
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The Chief Secretary: May I refresh the
hon. member’s memory as to the explana-
tion given in another place?

Hon, J. NXICHOLSON: I
that explanation.

Hon. C. ¥, Baxter: It was a very weak
explanation—putting the blame on the Ten-
der Board.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very well; the
Minister will be able to do that which is
neeessary. [ have no desire to do any
injustice to anvone, but if it is due to the
action of the Tender Board, or of some-
one outside of an actwual Minister, if it is
dure to somebody outside of that, then it
does no harm to consider a matter like
this; beeause it may oceur on some other
oceasion. And what is mentioned on the
present oeeasion may help te prevent a
recurrence,

The Chief Seeretarv: I only wished to
remind the hon. member that an explana-
tion was given in another place.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: T did not see the
explanation.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think
there 15 a Standing Order which forbids
any reference to debates in another place.

Hon. (i. Fraser: Well, the hon. member
overlooked that himself.

Hon, J. NICHOLSOXN : Such a condition
as that in the tender form is harmful in
many wayvs and is caleulated to do very
serions and grave injury fo the introdue-
tion of eapital here, which is badly wantad
for the establishment of industries. Al-
though T offer eriticism regarding it, I feel
sire that members of the Ministry are
desirous of seeing industries established
here, recognising, as they must do, the
advantage to the State, and the advantage
which is bound to be created by providing
means of employment. Whilst I am offer-
ing this criticism, I do so having regard
to what I have said, but I would point out
this: Take the case, for ezample, of a firm
that has tendered for and seecured a large
contraef. In any large contract secursd
from the Government there is involved the
nmaking of heavy purchases and even the
undertaking of heavy commiiments on the
part of the contractor or tenderer. He may
have committed himself to the obligation
to buy £10,000 worth of plant and materinl
in order to fulfil the contraet he may have
undertaken, in the way of railway econ-
struction or some other big work. One ean

did not see
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recognise how any tenderer or contractor
would be involved in heavy commitments
to fulfil a big contraect. It would be the
simplest thing for any man who had con-
tracted on the basis of those conditions
to find his contract set aside beeause of the
provision set out in the contract, and to
be left with large commitments and no
means of getting redress. Naturally, if
that happened onee, as it might easily do
nnder such rigid conditions, it would re-
flect most seriously on any Government and
it would do irreparable damage to the State
as a whole. It is the damage done by im-
porting c¢onditions like these into our con-
tracts and it is the harm it does to the
State that we must consider. Moreover,
we are setiing back the hands of the clock
and that no one desires to see. It might he
contended that the condition referred to is
also opposed to the principles of trade
unionism itself. Aeccording to those prin-
ciples I understand it is required that the
ideal, one man for one job, be carried
ouf. Here, however, we are pgoing to
place npon the contractor not only the job
of carrying out his contract, but the duty
of seeing that his employees are all finan-
cial members of & union. He has to do a
double-barrelled job with the resulf, obvi-
ously, that the number of union officials
necessary to carry out the duties agsoei-
ated with the various unions will gradually
dwindle down, while some of them may
lose their emplovment altogether.

Hon. (&, Fraser: You have a wonderful
imagination.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not think
there is anvthing in the nature of a stretch-
ing of tke imagination there, but there is
still a more serious phase.

The Honorary Minister: You mean that
the employer will be the union organiser.

Hon. J. NXICHOLSOX: He will be the
union policeman, or debt collector, because
he will be required to see that the union fees
are paid before a man is employed. That
is what is specified.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: That would appeal to
the Honorary Minister.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON : So if every em-
ployee is a fully-fledged financial member
there would not he the need for the same
number of wnion officials to go round and
see that the men were paying up and toeing
the line as they shounld do.

[COUNCIL.]

The Chief Secretary: That ought to be a
reason why you should suppoxrt the preposal.

Hon, J. NTCHOLSOX : I do not desire to
see the yrules of trade unionism broken: I do
not wish to impose a double job on any man.
1 want to be a good trade unionist,

The Chief Seerctary: You wonld make a
good one foo.

Hon. J. NICHOLSONX: [t has been over-
looked that no employer would have the
1ight without statutory authority to demand
to know whether a man he employs was or
was not a finaneial member of the union, hug
in the tender form the employer must be
sure as a condition precedent that the em-
ployee is a financial member of the union.
If I werve an inspector under the Factories
and Shops Aet I would have statutory
nuthority to cnter premises and inspect
books and demand to see receipts and vari-
ous other things. But I, as an employer,
wonld have no power to demand or require
an employer to produee his receipt to con-
vince me that he was a finaneial membher of
his union. How could such a condition as
that be enforced? It just shows the weak-
ness and the erass stupidity of it. But the
most serious point about it all is the effect
that it will have on the welfare of the State
and T hope sincerely that the Government
will take steps to see that this objectionable
elause is struek ount from the tender forms.
There is the question of youth employment
which is a very important one and which I
have discussed at various times on former
oceasions. I am glad to see that the matter
is now being investigated by a Roval Com-
mission and I am hopefu] that there will
cmerge, as a result of the investigation, some
solution of what is a great and difficult
prodlem. I shall refrain from going into
certain aspeets in connection with the matter
hecanse I consider it is only right that the
Commissioner should be given every posxihle
belp. He is a thoughtful nan and I am von-
vinced he will give his closest attention to
the prepavation of his report. My attention
was drawn lately to an artiele in a news-
paper dealing with what is ealled the Hay-
den Foundation in America. That Founda-
tion was the result of a beneficent bequest
by a wealthy banker named Charles Hayden
of New York. He left an immense fortune,
about £10,000,(00, to establish a foundation
or scheme for the henefit of the vouth of his
country. He died before attaining the ace
of 70 years and throughout his life he was
interested in the welfare of hovs and poor
children whom he helped on many oceasions.
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He believed that the future of America and
indeed of the world depended in no small
degree on the youth of the eountry, and i€
they received proper tvaining and were en-
conrnged in the proper manner, he con-
sidered that a nobler race of people would
he reared and that they would make bhetter
eitizens to the lasting benefit of mankind.
In his will he said: “It has heen my long-
cherished purpose that the hulk of my
fortune shall be employed in the eduecation
of bovs and voung men.” TIn view of the
appointment of a Royal Commission in
Western Australin fo inquire into the ques-
tion of youth employment T venture to sug-
gest that it might be worth while to make
some inguiries as to what steps are being
taken in America in connection with the
Charles Havden Foundation to improve the
eondition of vouth in that country. We all
recognise that we here have not reached the
stage of having ecitizens possessed of such
colo=sal wealth, but it is worthy of note that
a man so placed as Charles Hayden,
recognised it as his duty to try to help
others less fortunately ecireumstanced. We
may get some suggestions which might be
helpful in the disbursement of the welfare
fund lately eollected in this State, Ours of
course is a very meagre fund as compared
with that left by Charles Hayden, hut T make
these suggestions trusting that some notice
will be taken of them. T desire now to refer
to a subject with which I had some associa-
tion a little while ago when T introdunced a
deputation to the Chief Seeretary on the non-
ohwervanee of the licensing laws on the gold-
fields. I was quite pleased to have had the
opportunity of introducing that deputation
and I do not wish the House to he under any
niizunderstanding of the position so far as
I am econcerned.

Hon, G. Fraser: 1t is just as well that the
hon, Mr. Willilams is not here.

Hon. J. NXICHOLSON: Well, the hon.
Mr. Fraser is here. The position briefly is
this, that we have to recognise—and I he-
lieve the Chief Seervetary will correet me if
I am wrong—that the licensing laws are
universal and uniform.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: The hotels keep open
until 11 o'clock on the goldfields.

Hon, JJ. NICHOLSON: T mean as far as
the trading hours are concerned—that those
hours are prescribed in the Aet and should
be observed. The deputationists asked that
those laws should be observed in the same
way on the goldfields as they were required
to e observed in other parts of the State.
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Naturally, the inequality whicl exists in the
non-observance of the law on the goldfields
places the people there in a positon entirely
different, as regards rights, from people en-
gaged in the same busines elsewhere in the
State. Mr. Wood suggested, why should not
the same conditions prevail in his distriet
as actually exist and are tolerated on the
goldfields? It is a case of the law being ob-
served in the breach of the law. That is
the thing which the deputationists wged
was wrong. There are other views too.
When one shows any disparity in the
enforcement of the laws in one part of the
State and not permitted in another, that is
wrong absolutely, because all are entitled to
practically the same right. One should not
get a right that another does not enjoy. But
there is the other view, whether or not it
ean be contended that it is to the advantage
of the pcople of the State that premiscs
shounld be kept open for the sale of liquor on
thase days when they ought to be closed.
Take Sunday, particularly. Surely Sunday
should be made as nearly as possible a day
of rest. Give people some opportunity to
rest. T also look at the matter in this way:
If those premises have to be kept open, it
involves the engagement and emplovment of
servants and others to provide and serve
those enstomers who come to be served.
Many persous, therefore, have to be cm-
ploved to carry out the duties which are es-
sential in keeping the premiscs open on a
day when the employecs should be enjoying
a coertain amount of rest or relaxation.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: They get double pay.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON: They may pet
double pay, but that is not the point. The
question also arises, is this arrangement to
the advantage of the vouth of the country?
There is a disposition or an in¢lination, nn-
fortunately, on the part of youth not to take
aleoholie  liquor in  moderation as some
people do, but to over-indulge. It does then
no good cither from a physical point of view
or from the aspect of work or business. The
Governinent, and we as legislators, bave a
responsihility to the youth of Western Aus-
tralia. If we think this disvegard of the
law will be detrimental to the youth of the
country—

The Honorary Minister: The vouths are
not allowed to drink at all, anvhow.

Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: That is not the
point, If we think this practice will prove
detrimental to yonth, we have a plain and
manifest duty to shield them as far as we
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can. The deputationists are not to blame.
They brought before the Government a mat-
ter which has, I admit, been an obvious per-
mission without legal authority given to
hotel-kecpers and others on the goldfields,
and not enjoyed hy people in other portions
of the State. Therefore I consider the depu-
tationists were perfectly justified in bring-
ing the matter to the notice of the Govern-
ment.

Hon. E. M. Heenan : What have you got to
say regarding a custom or usage of 40 vears’
standing ?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I do not know or
eare what the eustom or usage may be. For
many years condifions on the goldfields were
very quiet. Durving that guieseent period,
there was not the same inelination to spat-
ronise those establishments as exists to-day.

Hon. E. M. Heenan: How long is it since
you were on the goldtields?

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : I was there about
a conple of years ago,

The Honorary Minister: You did not
make a protest when your Government were
in power,

Hon. J. NICHOLSON:
make a protest.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We have never had
a Government in power.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The present Gov-
ernment have been in power so long.

Hon. E. M, Heenan: It is a custom of 40
years’ standing.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: T admmt that; but
the question is, is it a good enstom?

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Hon. members over-
look the fact that we amended the Licens-
ing Act to meet evils that were eomplained
of 30 or 10 years ago.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: A sort of free
leg was given. The eye that should have
been supervising was closed to what was
taking place. Let ns take away the moral
side altogether, and let us look at the mat-
ter from the simple standpoint of justice
to others in other parts of the State. They
should be given the same right.

Hon, G. Fraser: Would vou support a
proposal to do that?

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have not said
so. I am merely putting forward an argu-
ntent. If it is the will of Parliament to
allow a certain thing to take place, then
the law should be equitably administered
and enforced. There should be no evidence
of favouritism, absolutely nome. Here a
distinet breach of the law is taking place.

No; I did not

[COUNCIL.]

I admit that it has been winked at all these
years, but that does not legalise or justify
it. We as members have a duty to the
pubiic. We have the welfare of the people
to eonsider. If we pass legislation, then
upon our shoulders rests the blame if we
do that which is wrong.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: We can only pass
legislation. If the Government will not
enforee it we are helpless.

Hon, J. NICHOLSON : Precisely. Legis-
lation was passed, and that is how the mat-
ter stands. Another matter I have to refer
to is in connection with the railway men
and the Superannuation Aet of 1871. 1
had an invitation te attend a meeting of
the railway men one Sunday afternoon a
few weeks ago. There I was able to hear
the men’s side of the question. ' Quite
interesting explanations were given. It
appears, from what was stated at the
meeting, that from time to time many re-
presentations have been made—I am not
blaming any Government—for recogmition
of the rights of the railway men engaged
outside, men with long and good service to
their credit. They were not allowed to enjoy
the benefits of the Superannuation Aet which
men engaged in inside work did enjoy.
As we know, there is only a certain num-
ber of men alive to-day who would be en-
titled to those rights, and they are gradn-
ally dying out. I understand that the Pre-
mier has promised to receive a deputativn
from the outside men, so that they «an
further state their views. I hope the Pre-
mier will see his way to consider the
claim that the question should be referred
to a select committee or Royal Commissicn
for investigation, and that if it should he
found that the men are entitled to thnse
rights under the Act, their elaims will be
duly met by the Government. Otherwise
1 hope the Government may be able Lo
consider those claims by passing some legis-
lation rendering it possible for the men to
enjoy the rights to which they say they
are entitled under the Aet. T do not pro-
pose to comment on the subject as though
it were here as a separate subject for ad-
justment. I merely refer to it in passing.
Reference has been made to the Mortoa-
gees' Rights Restrietion Aet. Two views
have heen expressed—one from the metro-
politan standpoint by Mr. Parker, and the
other from the country aspect. I fully re-
cognise the difficulty of the position in
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which many counntry people would be placed
if the Aeci ceased to operate. I recognise
there would be a difficulty so far as they
are concerned. But there is a great deal
of justice in Mr, Parker’s claim that the
Aect should no longer be enforced so far
as his area is concerned, becanse, as he
pointed out, all the deduetions which weve
made from wages and so forth during the
emergency period have ceased to operate.
Full wages ave now being paid. Why, there-
fore, should one class of people be pena-
lised when others are not?

Hon, G. Fraser: His views are not 100
per rent. metropolitan views.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Very well. He
advanced an alternative, namely, that the
position should be reversed, and that in
place of the mortgegee being compelled to
be the applicant to the court, the obligation
should be placed on the mortgagor to apply
to the court for relicf. He put forward
that other alternative. The matter requires
very serious consideration. 'When the
Bill ecomes up, it may be found necessary
to suggest its reference to a sclect com-
mittee, so that the matter may be fully
inquired into, the views of those vitally con-
cerned obtained, and the best results ar-
rived at. I noticed that it had been origi-
nally intended to restore the Municipal
Corporations Ac¢t Amendment Bill to the
Notice Paper at the stage which it had
reached last session. I wunderstand now
that, instead of that Bill being restored, a
new Bill, with other provisions inserted,
will he brought forward. 1 hope that eon-
sideration will be given to the insertion of
a clawse which it was asked should be in-
serted in a Municipalities Act in former
years, to the effect that the Government
should make some allowance to loeal
authorities in lien of. rates on property
owned by them in various districts. The
Road Boards Assoeiation has asked that
something of that sort should be done. I
consider that both rvoad boards and muni-
cipalities have a just claim for considera-
tion from the Government. It will be re-
membered that in earlier years Govern-
ments used to give loeal authorities certain
subsidies, which have been withdrawn.
Those subsidies really took the place, in a
measure, of the rates that wonld otherwise
have been payeble on governmental pro-
perty. There is, therefore, a good deal of
justifieation for the claim of the loeal
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authorities. A subsidy used to be given
to those authorities.

The Chief Secretary: That was an en-
tirely different proposition from what the
road boards seek to-day.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I know. But it
has to be recognised that roads have to be
maintained and other services rendered in
respect of Government-owned property
equally with other property. On one sids
of the road is private property on which
rates are paid and on the other side Gov-
ernment property on which no rates are
paid. That is bhardly a fair thing. The
making of footpaths and roads has to be
provided for, and it is not right that only
one section shonld bear the eost. There is
only one other matter to which I wish to
vefer, and that is the timely warning
from Mr. Fraser when he was moving the
adoption of the Address-in-reply. I am
quite surc that the honourable member, in
saying what he said, meant it in quite good
part.

Hon. J. J. Holues: He was talking to
the gallery.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I have no doubt
that he had quite good intentions. How-
ever, there is one aspect of this matter
which must never be lost sight of, and that
is that this House is a House of review,
and the position in regard to this House is
totally different, because of that, from the
position of another place. No member has
a right to say anything which will more
or less cast a reflection on others in this
Chamber, as did the words utiered by the
honourable member on that particular dey,
when he could not be interrupted in view
of the crowd of people present. No mem-
ber has a right to utter words practieally
telling other members that they are not
carryving ont their duties.

Hon. G. W, Miles: He was trying to be
humerous.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: I know there is
no wember here—and I am sure Mr.
Fraser wonld be the very first man to ad-
mit it—who shirks his duty. Every mem-
ber is prepared to earry out the duties
laid down for him. YWhen Billzs come for-
ward and an opportunity is afforded for
the proper consideration of them, that con-
sideration is given. No member knows better
than Mr. Fraser that if the Leader of the
House asks members to do a eertain thing,
to make progress with the business before
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the House, they will rally round him and
help him to get through his work. They will
do everything to assist him.

The Chief Secretary: Except pass the
Bills!

Hon. J. NICILOLSON: They may mnot
pass the Bill, but the one great benefit of
this Housxe which should be recognised is
that some of us here are not bound by any
party ties, and we exercise an entirely in-
dependent judgment. As a result of that
independent judgment there is obtained the
fullest possible consideration that could be
given to any measure brought before the
House, whether by a Liberal Government,
a Labour Government, or any other kind
of Government. The same consideration
whieh I have always heen prepared to give
to mensures hrought hefore this Chamher
I am prepared to give in the future.

Hon. G. Fraser: You will need to in-
ereasp yvour consideration.
Hon. J. NICHOLSOX: I ain prepared

to prive the same econsideration, and no
words of warning or anything clse will
make me depart one iota from the path I
consider to be the path of duty. Subject
to any eriticism I have offered or reserva-
tions I have made, I support the motion.

On motirn by IHon. W. J. Mann, debate
adjourned.

Honse adjonrned ot S35 pon,
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The SIPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p-m.. and read prayers.
ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
I'resentation.

Mr. SPEAKER: I wish to announce that

in company with Mr, Hegney, the member
for Middle Swan, and Mr. Rodoreda, the
member for Roebourne, T attended upon
His Execellency the Lieat.-Governor aml
presented the Addrvess-in-reply to His Ex-
celleney’s Speech. His Excellency replied in
the following terms:—

I thank you for your cxpressions of loyalty
to His Most Gracious Majesty the King and
for your Address-in-reply to the Speech with
which I opened Parliament.—{Signed) Jfames
Mitehell, Lieutenant-Governor,

QUESTION—COAL MINING INDUSTRY,
NATIONALISATION.

My, WILSON asked the Premier: In re-
gard to the following resolution which was
advoeated by a deputation to the Hon. 3. F.
Troy, the then Aecting Premier, in Perth, on
8th July, 1937, and which was favourably
commented upon by him in his reply—“That
we, the eitizens of Collie, believe the time is
long overdue for the nationalisation of the
coal mining industry, and the estahlishment
of a natiomal power scheme at Collie, and
request the Government to appoint immedi-
ately a eommission to inqguire into (a) the
practicability of both schemes, nnd (b) the
estimated eost” —1, Was this question
brought before Cabinet by the then Aeting



